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Have You Asked This
Question as Well?
“HOW DID such a state-of-the-art, 30,000-sq.-ft. facility with
an 8,000-sq.-ft. heated pool get built in such a small town?”
THAT QUESTION is often asked about the Netawaka Fitness Center.
Good question. The answer proves people in small towns can have big dreams...
and watch them come true.
The idea was spurred 5 years ago by members of the local Hornets’ Nest Club.
(The Netawaka high school teams played under the “Hornets” tag before the
school was closed.)
The group decided a Wellness & Fitness Center would fill a void in the area.
There is no such facility near this tiny burg located at the junction of Hwy. 75 and
K9. And if done right, they believed, this new venue just might lead to a “rebirth”
of the town.
Many small towns across the country are in trouble today. What’s needed for
their survival and growth is something that sets them apart and makes them
& Self-Defense...CPR Training...Gymnastics & Dance Lessons...and more.
The “Walking Lanes” around the exterior of the auditorium got a great deal of
use during the past months. “Not many local gyms and other venues have enough
space for a beautiful walking lane like the Netawaka Fitness Center does,” says Juli
Ellis of Kansas City, one of the Center’s advisors. “And here walkers can exercise
during cold winter months or rainy spring days.”
FLOWERS, LANDSCAPING ON TAP THIS SPRING
In the months ahead, the outside of the Center will become as attractive as the
inside, due to an expansive landscaping plan. Flowers, shrubs, trees and a recycled
pond are being funded by the Zwonitzer family. The plans even include a colorful
arrangement at the entrance to the town at the Hwy. 75 & K9 junction.
Dave Williams, president of the Netawaka Fitness Center board, grins broadly
when he says, “This is such a grand venue. It truly could prove to be the rebirth of
our town.”
For a photo tour of the facility, check out www.netawakafc.com.
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“different”...by offering something that will lure people there on a regular basis.
Proof of that approach is apparent in Netawaka, where the fitness center now
has 500 members, many who drive there daily to use the facility’s Fully Equipped
Weight Room...Basketball & Volleyball Court...Cardio & Aerobics Equipment...
Walking Lanes...Heated Pool...Locker Rooms & Showers, etc.
But back to its roots. The funding for the facility started with the support of
residents, who then reached out to a member of the Zwonitzer family.
The Zwonitzers grew up in this small town, where their parents operated the
Snappy Inn Cafe (the small cafe in the Center is now named after it). The family
shares fond memories of regular customers at the cafe and being members of the
high school Hornets teams.
THE DREAM BECAME A REALITY
After visiting, listening and studying the plans, Bobbi Reiman, the youngest
member of the Zwonitzer family, agreed to help complete the $5 million structure.
“Yes, this is still my family’s hometown,” she says. “We have many memories of
growing up here, and are so proud to be able to give back in such a tangible way.
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“We are fortunate to have had some success in business, and this is our way of
sharing that good fortune with others. There’s a saying, ‘Give while you live, so you
know where it goes.’
“And that surely fits this project. We’re so proud to see how people in the area
have embraced this facility. It’s our hope that it will contribute directly to their health
and add a spark to the regrowth of this small community as well.”
PLENTY FOR KIDS TO DO SOON
Family memberships will likely increase even more in the near future now that
more “family-oriented” functions are being added.
“We listen to our members and have learned there isn’t a lot for young people to
do in the area,” says Scott Steffes, the Center’s General Manager. “And we’re going to
fix that. We’re now preparing to add classes, equipment and functions that will keep
these young people busy, active and healthy!”
Members have made so many new friends at the Center it’s become a “gathering place”. They can choose from Fitness Classes...Health & Nutrition Classes...
Personal Training...Physical Therapy...Swimming & Aquatic Lessons...Martial Arts
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